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From The Editor
The USGBC recently introduced a new Pilot Credit on low carbon construction materials. The tool used in this
Pilot Credit extracts life cycle inventory data from third-party verified Environmental Product Declarations (EPD)
and covers only cradle-to-gate scope. Impacts associated with building use and operation and end of life are
not considered. So while it is limited in absolute measurement of embodied carbon, it can be used to identify
products with an initial, relatively lower embodied carbon within a given product category (i.e. concrete). This
credit joins others in the Pilot Credit library, such as the Pilot Credit on Design for Enhanced Resilience, that
go beyond the traditional scope of LEED. You can read more about the new credit in the link below.
Christine "Tina" Subasic, PE, LEED AP
CSubasicPE@aol.com
NOTE: Inclusion in this newsletter is not an endorsement of the products and materials featured, nor have
these products been evaluated by TMS or the editor. Furthermore, the views expressed in the articles featured
are those of the article authors.

GREEN BUILDING NEWS
The first article below reminds us why consideration of a complete life
cycle is so important, and how keeping data up-to-date is critical for
accurate evaluations. ~Tina
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Embodied Carbon of Solar PV: Why It Must Be Included
In Net Zero Carbon Buildings
CIRCULAR ECOLOGY (UK)
This article from Circular Ecology on the embodied carbon payback
of solar PV in the UK suggests that the embodied carbon of PV is
now a large concern. In fact, soon there may be many cases in the
UK where solar PV may not payback the embodied carbon at all. In
2012 the embodied carbon payback of solar photovoltaics was
typically just 4 years. But times have changed and cleaner electricity
(the UK's electricity has reduced the carbon emission per unit by 45%
in just 4 years and it is expected to decarbonise further to meet the
legally binding GHG reduction targets) means that the payback is
much longer today.
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BUILDING ENCLOSURE ONLINE
In the building design and construction industry there is no shortage
of principles, frameworks, methodologies, standards, model codes
and rating systems that endeavor to help enterprises balance
economic prosperity and preserve (or perhaps improve)
environmental quality. To the degree that social equity or social
justice is considered in the broader pursuits of "sustainability," we
tend to attribute relatively loose, indirect social impacts and
implications from balancing the other two legs of triple bottom line
table. However, this may be starting to change. Read more.
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US Green Building Council VP on latest trends
COMMERCIAL PROPERTY EXECUTIVE
US Green Building Council's Senior Vice President for Technical
Core, Melissa Baker, discusses numbers and facts behind the
recently released Top 10 States for LEED Green Building in this Q&A.
"Since the first certified project in 2000, LEED has become the most
widely used green building rating system in the world," she says.

Western
States Clay
Products
Association
***

CODES and STANDARDS NEWS
LEED continues to push the boundaries of the rating system with their
latest Pilot Credit on low carbon construction materials. ~Tina
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New LEED Pilot Credit: Low carbon construction
materials
USGBC.ORG
Recently USGBC introduced a new Pilot Credit: Procurement of Low
Carbon Construction Materials. The intent of this credit is to reduce
the embodied carbon of materials used in construction. This credit is
largely based on life-cycle environmental impact data. It uses the
University of Washington/Carbon Leadership Forum methodology to
compare carbon emissions of materials used in a project against a
baseline.

New tools for LEED v4.1 in LEED Online
USGBC.ORG
USGBC has recently launched new tools for LEED v4.1 in LEED
Online to support the precertification and initial certification of
individual projects using LEED for Building Design and Construction
(BD+C) and LEED for Interior Design and Construction (ID+C) that
include several new features. Read more.

GREEN BUSINESS NEWS
Circularity, or closing the loop, in business operations is the latest
'hot' topic. Circularity though is not yet well defined, but has as its
emphasis elimination of waste at the end of a product's life by
incorporating the old into something new. ~Tina

***

Portland
Cement Association **

Silver Level

Southeast Concrete Masonry
Association *

A new tool to help companies to assess their progress
on circularity
WBCSD.ORG
The World Business Council for Sustainable Development (WBCSD)
has launched the Circular Transition Indicators (CTI) framework and
the accompanying free online tool. The CTI is a comprehensive
framework that complements a company's existing sustainability
efforts and it is applicable to all companies, regardless of their
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industry, value chain position or geography. It enables companies to
take ownership of their circular transition and perform their selfassessment based on their own scope and priorities, in full
confidentiality. Read more.
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WORLD ECONOMIC FORUM
Sustainability is important for every company, and businesses of all
sizes are making environmental progress through individual efforts
and participation in partnerships, public-private collaborations and
CEO-led associations, writes Karen Quintos, chief customer officer
for Dell. Companies can improve their sustainability through ethical
sourcing, reduced energy consumption and longer resource life
cycles.

Entering the decade of delivery: 10 top tips for
companies
WBCSD.ORG
To mark the beginning of the "Decade of Delivery" on the Sustainable
Development Goals, WBCSD has drawn up an insight piece on SDG
prioritization for business, with 10 top tips for companies as they work
to identify their opportunities to drive and deliver meaningful SDG
impact and progress.
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Building blocks for a more sustainable office
ENTREPRENEUR ONLINE
Adding a little sustainability to a workplace doesn't mean you need to
sacrifice comfort or perks, writes Peter Daisyme, co-founder of Hostt.
Consider implementing "Green Day" initiatives, bringing biological
inspiration into any renovations, and setting standards with your
suppliers to minimize your environmental impact. Read the full story.

EDUCATIONAL NEWS
Register Now for The Masonry Society Spring
Meetings
MASONRYSOCIETY.ORG
Registration is now open for the TMS Spring Meetings to be held in
Charlotte, NC April 30 - May 2, 2020. For more information on the
upcoming meeting and TMS Committee activities visit the TMS
website.

Webinar: What’s New in LEED v4.1
THE MASONRY SOCIETY
The latest version of LEED, LEED v4.1, was released in early 2019
proved a challenge to many designers and manufacturers. The
Materials and Resources credits were particularly problematic. This
new webinar explains how LEED v4.1 attempts to address these
issues by adding incremental achievement levels and revising the
thresholds and criteria in many of the credits. To register for this April
9, 2020 webinar, click here.

To Subscribe, click here.
To Sponsor, click here.

3

Northwest Concrete
Masonry Association *

Pennsylvania Concrete
Masonry Association ***

Masonry Institute of
Washington

TMS Sustainability
E-Newsletter Sponsors
Click on the links above to learn
more about each of these
organizations
who
have
graciously sponsored this ENewsletter.
The
Sponsors
designated with an asterisk (*)
are also TMS Members at the
following levels:
*** Sustaining Member
** Affiliate Member
* Individual Member

Interested in becoming a
Newsletter Sponsor?
Advancing the Knowledge of Masonry
www.masonrysociety.org
Please note: Your email address is from a list solely owned and
maintained by The Masonry Society (TMS) for our exclusive email
purposes. If you are a TMS Member, participate in a TMS Committee,
or have requested TMS mailings, your email is essential to your
membership, committee participation (including virtual meeting
announcements and ballots), delivery of various TMS e-publications,
and meeting/seminar announcements. Unsubscribing through our
email sender, Constant Contact, will block all emails from TMS. If you
would like to specify what type of emails you would like to receive
from TMS, have questions about our email policy, or would like to
subscribe to our newsletters, please contact TMS directly at
info@masonrysociety.org. To view the TMS Privacy Policy, click
here.

Contact
TMS
for
more
information on becoming a
Sustainability
E-Newsletter
Sponsor and having your
organization's logo appear before
thousands of subscribers.

The Masonry Society | 105 South Sunset Street, Ste. Q, Longmont, CO 80501
Unsubscribe jc@masonryinstitute.org
Update Profile | About Constant Contact
Sent by tmsmeetings@masonrysociety.org
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